God Loves You and So Do We
“Of All the Gifts God Has Given Us, Love Is The Greatest One”

Mt. Zion Baptist Church

Sunday, July 14, 2019
1171 South Yellow Springs Street
Springfield, Ohio 45506

An Anniversary Message From the Pastor
I greet you with the joy of the Lord. It is my pleasure to welcome each of you to the 141st Anniversary of Mt.
Zion Baptist Church of Springfield, OH. What a mighty God we serve! I am honored and count it a privilege to
be a part once again of this historic celebration. From the humble beginnings of worship under the true vine
of this present moment, the Lord has been with Mt. Zion every step of the way. The rich history of Mt. Zion is
a true testimony of the faith that our founding fathers and mothers had in God when they embarked on this
faith journey in 1878.
2019 will be a very exciting year for the Mt. Zion family. Although our history is very rich, our future promises
to be as rich “the best is yet to come.”
I think Apostle Paul Says it best in 1 Corinthians 2:9, “Eye has not yet seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God have prepared for them that love him.”
It is our prayer that you will be able to join us at this year’s upcoming events. Please know that you are always
welcome at Mt. Zion Baptist Church. Blessings to you all.
Your Servant in His Service,
Reverend Dr. Olie V. Burton, Pastor

Mt. Zion Baptist Church History

Since the organization of its first church 141 years ago, the Mt. Zion Baptist Church has pioneered major milestones and
religious progress. Still today, Mt. Zion Baptist Church serves the community and State of Ohio as an appropriate
structure for religious activities.
Near the turn of the 18th century, a group of individuals led by Reverend D.B. Green organized themselves under the
name of "The Third Baptist Church." From 1878 to 1919, The Third Baptist Church, located on Dibert Avenue,
encountered degrees of progress and failures. It suffered under the loss and resignations of several of its pastors, but by
the grace of God it remained in existence. A transition came for The Third Baptist Church in June 1919 when the
Reverend P.B. Broughton of Chattanooga, TN assumed the role as pastor. As the pendulum of time swung back and
forth, the need to update the church became evident. At a total cost of $25,000 a building was constructed and
completed by June 25, 1921. On the very first Sunday in July 1921, approximately 150 people blended their voices in
singing "We Are Marching to Zion," and marched to Mt. Zion Baptist Church" located on South Yellow Springs
Street. Some of the ardent members who were responsible for furnishing the new structure were Deacons Ed Smith,
John Johnson, R.S. Odom, Howard Crockran, Ashton Turner, Sisters Florence Franklin, Mamie Clark, Cleophas
Young, Elizabeth Stoffer, Bertha Watlington, Lila Broughton, Georgia Flournoy, and Emma Oldon.
The church progressed so rapidly, even the new building became inadequate. Consequently, Reverend Broughton
began to develop plans for a "new" Mt. Zion. The program was continued by Dr. S. A. Hall of Tupelo, Mississippi when
he became pastor on April 3, 1938. For seven years the efforts set forth in winning souls for Christ and raising finances
proved to be of vital importance. With regrets, Reverend Hall resigned in October 1945.
Reverend William E. Richardson of Halifax, VA accepted the position of Supply Pastor in November 1945, and in
February 1946 he became the pastor of Mt. Zion. Installing Reverend Richardson represented one of the greatest steps
forward in the history of the Mt. Zion Baptist Church. Endowed with spiritual enthusiasm and a unique, charming
personality, Reverend Richardson, without demur, continued with the established procedures. The financial status was
enough to begin the newly proposed church and the members broke ground on April 4, 1948 for the new Mt. Zion
Baptist Church.
Meetings with architect Mr. Herman Hunter were scheduled and the drawings for the Annex were laid out. The $95,000
structure was begun in 1948 and completed in 1950. Services were held in this portion until the completion of the main
auditorium in 1958.
Laid out in all of its architectural splendor at 1171 South Yellow Springs Street, is the Mt. Zion Baptist Church. The
cross mounted on the front serves as an invitation to those who have and for those who are seeking salvation. With a
seating capacity of over 700, this church is one of the larger physical structures in Springfield for religious
gatherings. The sanctuary, roofed in glass and camouflaged by a ceiling of fluorescent lights, is cushioned with red
carpet. Fifty-two rows of pews are available for proper seating selection. Modern, but practical design is employed
throughout the church. For the convenience of the services held and the comfort of the listening congregation, there is
an elevated, spacious choir loft, cool-green baptistery, balcony, twin rostrums, luxurious dining room, well equipped
kitchen, conveniently located drinking fountains and restrooms, offices, pastor's study, library, first aid station, usher's
room, nursery and approximately 17 Sunday School rooms.
Dr. Harry Emmerson Fosdick, a great preacher of the 1920's and 1930's said: "In this world if we want physical results,
we must fulfill physical conditions. If we want spiritual results, we must fulfill spiritual conditions. Sow friendliness and
reap friendship. Sow unselfishness and reap enlarged life. Sow good will and reap a better world for children. Sow
worship - the uplift of the heart toward the Highest and reap open-hearted responsiveness to the things eternal." The
Mt. Zion Baptist Church has found it increasingly essential to practice this very same philosophy.

Mt. Zion Baptist Church Ministry History
Our Founders

Reverend D. B. Green
1878 - 1919

Reverend P. B. Broughton
1919 - 1937

Reverend Dr. S. A. Hall
1938 - 1945

Mt. Zion Baptist Church Ministry History

REVEREND WILLIAM E. RICHARDSON
(1946 – 1984)
Reverend Richardson, native of Halifax, Virginia, served as Supply Pastor at Mt. Zion from November 1945
until February 1946 when he accepted the position as the permanent pastor.
Rev. Richardson attended the Virginia Theological Seminary and College in Lynchburg, VA. and received a
Bachelor of Theology and Master of Divinity from Payne Theological Seminary in Wilberforce, OH.
Under Rev. Richardson’s leadership, he continued moving forward plans to expand the church (see Church
History) and grow the ministry.
As head of all auxiliaries and organizations, he excelled in creating an atmosphere of “togetherness” and as a
result, the programs and activities of the church were successful. His philosophy was that “progress is
important in the churches of today and that there is a job to be filled by each member, but one must always
include God in order to accomplish the chosen task.”
Rev. Richardson served on several boards and commissions, however, his role as pastor of Mt. Zion was his
priority. He is the longest serving pastor in the history of Mt. Zion.

Mt. Zion Baptist Church Ministry History

REVEREND VURN O. MULLINS
(1984 – 1999)

Reverend Vurn Mullins, native of Indianapolis, Indiana, was a spirit filled man who had a deep love and
compassion for others. He served Mt. Zion for 15 years and was committed to strengthening families and
enriching lives through the spread of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
During his ministry at Mt. Zion, Rev. Mullins appointed a Youth Pastor and the youth ministry was
strengthened through youth revivals, lock ins at the local YMCA, and annual camping trips. He established the
Christian Education Board, New Member Orientation classes and the Tour Ministry (annual church trips for the
members, their families and friends), and organized the Benevolent Committee.
Rev. Mullins saw a need for an elevator to assist with transporting caskets into the main sanctuary for funerals
and the benefits to those who were challenged with climbing the stairs. As a result, a fund drive was held to
finance the current elevator that is still serving the congregation.
Rev. Mullins was very active in the community by sharing his time and wisdom in mentoring programs in the
local high schools. He was an esteemed spiritual leader, Bible scholar, advisor and recognized as a visionary
and innovator.
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REVEREND DARRYL L. GRAYSON
(2002 – 2013)

Reverend Darryl Grayson, native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical
Engineering at Geneva College in Beaver Falls, PA and an Associates Degree in Urban Ministry from the
American Baptist Theological Seminary, Nashville, TN.
During Rev. Grayson’s ministry at Mt. Zion, he established the Intercessory Prayer Ministry that included
prayer walks in the community, Saturday Night Live (youth services), Tuesday morning Bible Study classes, and
quarterly church leadership trainings.
Rev. Grayson was very active in the community serving as President for Justice, Action and Mercy (JAM), the
board of the Nehemiah Foundation and the Springfield City Schools State Oversight Commission.

Mt. Zion Baptist Church Ministry History

REVEREND DR. OLIE V. BURTON
(2014 – present)
The Reverend Doctor Olie V. Burton, a native of Springfield, OH. served as interim pastor in
2014 and was installed as the church’s pastor on June 14, 2015. Dr. Burton received a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Occupational Education from Southern Illinois University,
Carbondale, IL. He later earned a Master of Arts Degree in Religion from Liberty University,
Lynchburg, VA and a Doctor of Ministry Degree from Faith Bible College and Seminary in
Washington, D.C. Dr. Burton also retired from the U.S. Air Force with 30 years of service.
This Photo by

Under Pastor Burton’s vision and leadership, Mt. Zion has become the church that God has in store for them.
Pastor Burton reinstated the Wednesday night Bible Study class (where tremendous growth has taken place),
revitalized the annual Spring and Fall revivals to include a “Half Time” (one night) revival in August and
established the Singles Ministry annual retreat. Three new ministries have been added: a Security Ministry,
reinstatement of the Tour Ministry and New Member Orientation. Pastor Burton’s vision also includes
renovating the church that includes a state-of-the-art audio-visual system, a digital marquee in front of the
church, carpeting and pew coverings in the sanctuary, installation of a new roof and air conditioning system.
Pastor Burton has trained and will ordain four deacons (Fall 2019), included the Deaconess’ on the Joint Board,
and added four preachers who serve as Associate Ministers.
Membership has increased by leaps and bounds. Also, Pastor Burton has been instrumental in being
transparent by conducting quarterly church business meetings that includes the formulation of ministry
budgets and reinstituting leadership trainings.
Pastor Burton’s key objectives are to build the kingdom of God through discipleship, to fellowship with all
churches in the Springfield community and to assist where the Lord leads him. He loves serving and teaching
God’s Word.

Order of Service
Worship and Song ..........................................................

Brother Martin Jackson
Sister Lenora Jackson

Invocation ........................................................................

Music Ministry .................................................................

The Voices of Thunder

Announcements/ Welcome .........................................

Sis. Jewell Hall

Special Members Honor ···············································

Sis. Marsha Kelly

Honoree: ..................................................

Sis. Betty Reed

Gift of Giving .....................................................................

Music Ministry .................................................................

The Voices of Thunder

Introduction of Guest Speaker ..................................

Pastor Burton

God’s Word ........................................................................

Minister Janice Glover-Jones
Associate Pastor, Mt. Ennon Baptist Church

Benediction .....................................................................

Pastor Burton

Minister Janice Glover-Jones
Associate Pastor, Mt. Ennon Baptist Church
“I once was lost in sin but Jesus took me in, and then a little light from
heaven filled my soul. It bathed my heart in love and wrote my name above
and just a little talk with Jesus made me whole.” [The National Baptist
Hymnal, Cleavant Derricks, 1937 Just a little talk with Jesus.] This is
her personal testimony.
Minister Janice Glover-Jones is a member of the Mt. Ennon Baptist Church
in Clinton, Maryland, since 1989, where the Reverend Dr. Delman L. Coates
is the Pastor. She is the servant leader of the “Finding Your PLACE in
Ministry” – a ministry that is dedicated to helping people pursue their God
given purpose according to the Eph 4:12 mandate that we “prepare God’s people for the work of the ministry
that they may build up others.” She is a member of the Prayer and Discipleship ministries. Minister Jones,
preaching and teaching ministry enables her to minister for churches and national organization across the
United States.
Minister Jones, serves as an advisor to the Board of Directors for the Metropolitan Basketball League, Inc. which
mentors, tutors, organizes basketball tournaments and skill camps for youth ages 6-18 and adults to combat
violence and deviant behavior in Washington, DC urban neighborhoods.
Minister Jones is the Chief Information Officer for the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA)
responsible for leading a 3,500 personnel organization and the daily operations including a global customer
footprint for over 200,000 DoD Intelligence Information System (DoDIIS), Unified Commands and the Military
Service customers across all three Defense networks and multiple International networks.
Minister Jones is a native of South Carolina, she is a graduate of the University of Maryland University College
where she earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Information Systems Management.
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